
Our children were 
12, 10 and 7 in 
1973. The memory 
they talk about most 
is that they were 
allowed to hitchhike 
back to the camping 
area near the store 
after swimming near 
the lake. Once inside 
the gate, you were 
safe.

We grew close to 
Bill and Jan DeWitt 
and came to her fall 
conference eight 
years in a row. She 
made everyone feel 
special and included. 
We played Wizard 
card game every 
night.

What we like most 
about Green Lake is 
the sense of peace 
and God’s presence 
when you are inside 
the gate; hearing 
great speakers like 
Richard Foster and 
Tony Campolo; 
and doing drama 
workshops and 
vespers for an 
environmental 
conference led by 
Owen Owens from 
Valley Forge.

Green Lake was 
always at the cutting 
edge. We came 
about 14 times 
and it made me a 
better pastor. Green 
Lake was the best 
thing about being 
American Baptist.
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“Green Lake was always at the 

cutting edge. We came about 14 

times and it made me a better 

pastor. Green Lake was the best 

thing about being American Baptist.”


